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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
Another month has flown by!!!  On Saturday 
April 24th, we had our annual PBCA-sponsored 
garage sale.  Due to the threat of severe weather, 
many garage sale shoppers stayed home and a few 
of our residents closed-up early.  My wife Jane is 
very sensitive to weather changes.  If a big storm 
is approaching, she knows it’s coming!!!  On Sat-
urday, she wasn’t feeling the effects of potential 
severe weather.  We decided to press on and did-

n’t closeup until after 1 PM.  Many thanks to Nance Wendel for 
organizing the garage sale.  This year, she used signs in conjunction 
with balloons.  She also set up a cell phone message group to keep 
everyone in the loop, which was very helpful.  We do have some 
lessons learned for next year.  We plan to have a two-day garage 
sale with the second day being a weather day and for those who 
want to sell more of their fine items!   
(President’s corner cont’d on page 3) 
************************************************ 
 

 
 

April is a busy month for our Leopards.  
Throughout the entire month we are celebrating 
Autism Awareness Month and Month of the Mil-
itary Child.  We have poster and bulletin boards 
in the school to celebrate these events.  April is 

also the month that we begin our State Assessments in Grades 
3-5.  Our teachers and students have been working very hard 
to prepare for these tests, and we know that they are going to 
rock the test!! 
 
Our students exceeded our goal for the Spring Fundraiser. 
Way to go Leopards! We appreciate all that participated.  
PTO will use this money to help our teachers and students. 
We recognized our Students of the Month for March based on 
our character honest.  The students will be given a certificate 
and featured on the hallway wall as well as on our Facebook 
page.  Be on the lookout for them. 
 
We congratulated our very own Logan Larkins, 3rd grade, for 
participating in the Fast Lane Track Meet sponsored by the 
FWB Recreation Department and winning the following med-
als:  1st place – 440 yd run, 2nd place – 50 yd dash, 3rd place – 
100 yd dash.  Great job Logan!!  
 
Our next School Advisory Council meeting is scheduled for 
April 12th, 2021 and is open to the public.  Please follow us on 
Facebook for exciting things that are happening around the 
school-  https://www.facebook.com/Longwood-Elementary-
School-1261954677180100/ 

Leo Norred and  Boat Ramp Parks Improvement. 
Dave Hensley 

Keith Myers, Jane Fedosky, and I met with Butch Hendrick, Okaloosa 
County Facilities and Parks Maintenance Director and his assistant 
Amanda Maxwell.  We showed some them some areas of interest with 
both Leo Norred and Poquito Bayou Boat Ramp Parks.  We showed 
areas of concerns at each park.  On April 21st, Butch sent me a list of 
action items with estimated completion dates!   
 
Leo Norred Park.  Our focus was safety.  The rubber matting is worn 
or breaking apart in the children’s playground area.  I asked for some 
parking posts on the left side of the parking area, identical to what the 
county had built on the right side of the parking area.  This is to keep 
motorized vehicles out of the park.  I asked for NO Pets/Vehicles signs.  
Over the years, I’ve seen an uptick in the number of pets in Leo Norred 
Park.  Keep in mind these pets were on leashes and their owners were 
keeping an eye on them.  Since Leo Norred Park is a county park, 
there’s a county ordinance prohibiting pets in county parks.  My big-
gest fear during a PBCA-sponsored event that a child may get too close 
to a pet and may get bitten.  I’ve been told by law enforcement officers 
that signs need to be in place allowing the enforcement of an ordinance.  
Butch and Amanda noticed that we didn’t have a county sign, so one 
will be set up.   
 
We asked for extra benches (identical to the ones the county added 
back in 2008) on the side of the children’s playground area for parents 
to have a place to sit and stop children from making a break for Poplar 
Ave.  
  
Since the inception of PBCA, we’ve had an ongoing agreement with 
the county that we would maintain Leo Norred Park with very little 
assistance from the county.  The last major capital improvement by the 
county was done back in 2008/2009 when the playground equipment, 
swings, gazebo, sidewalks and port-a-jon was put in.  The extra bench-
es, parking posts, playground padding and the No Dog/Motorized Ve-
hicle signs, should take care of our safety-related capital improvements 
for the near term.  This doesn’t affect our agreement with the county. 
 (Continued on page 3) 
******************************************************** 

 
PBCA Yard of the Month 

     Cathy Halprin 
 

Apologies, I had a death in the family, so Marion and I were late in 
doing our judging. Because of the rain we weren’t able to award the 
sign at the time.  The sign is now in place and some pictures are posted 
on a following page.  The winner is the Goulds family at #23 Mag-
nolia and runners up are #11, #17, #22, #40, #45, and #48.  #38 is a 
previous winner that ALWAYS looks gorgeous. 

LONGWOOD ELEMENTARY 

https://www.facebook.com/Longwood-Elementary-School-1261954677180100/
https://www.facebook.com/Longwood-Elementary-School-1261954677180100/
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PBCA May Yard of the month—The Gould family at 23 Magnolia 
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 President’s Corner cont’d: 
Last month, we picked up a few new PBCA members and sever-
al renewals.  We appreciate your support!!  In April, we had 
over 100 PBCA members.  This month it’s 107.  If for some 
reason, you’re not receiving any emails or the Poquito Times via 
email, please let me know at pbcapresident@gmail.com.  We 
can easily fix that situation.  Later this year, the PBCA Street 
Directors plan to conduct a door to- door survey checking email 
addresses, phone numbers, PBCA membership status, pertinent 
CERT-related questions, and other PBCA-related questions.   
 
In last month newsletter, I mentioned our meeting April 5th, 
with Butch Hendrick, Okaloosa County Facilities and Parks 
Maintenance Director and his assistant Amanda Maxwell.  On 
April 21st, Butch sent me a list of action items with estimated 
completion dates!  We have published that list in this issue of 
the Poquito Times.  Please check it out.  Some items will be 
completed in a couple of months.  Others will take six or more 
months.  The Poquito Boat Ramp dock extension has now start-
ed will hopefully be completed sometime in May.  A lot of posi-
tive things are taking place in our community.   
 
Last month, I asked if we had any carpenters to help make some 
wooden benches for Leo Norred Park.  Unfortunately, no one 
responded!  I’m going to call around to local Boy Scout Troops 
to see if they can help us.  If you know any Boy Scout leaders, 
please let me know.  Thanks 
 
If you’re interested in helping us make our community a better 
place, please contact me.  We’re always looking for talented 
individuals to help.  If you’re a great organizer, we can use your 
organizing skills.  If you’re a helper, we need you!  Everyone 
has attributes that can contribute towards PBCA.   
 
We’ve had some changes to our PBCA board this month.   Ken 
Rosenquest, our CERT Chief is taking a break.  His work is re-
quiring his full attention.  Tracy Mankowich has volunteered to 
step up as CERT Chief.  We appreciate Wendy stepping up to 
take over CERT!  Many thanks to Ken for his two plus years 
dedication as CERT Chief.  He will continue to help CERT.  
Bill Miller is taking a break from taking care of Leo Norred 
Park.  Bill took over this important position when Gary Colsch 
died two years ago.  Bill has done an outstanding job maintain-
ing Leo Norred Park!!!  We’re going to miss Bill.  We welcome 
his return.  I’ve asked Matt Murphy, a local landscaper who 
lives on Birch to take over Leo Norred Park.  We welcome Matt 
to the PBCA Board.   
 
In closing, I want to reflect on events that took place two years 
ago.  Our association president Gary Colsch had passed away.  
In addition to being President, Gary took care of Leo Norred 
Park, our PBCA sign and the PBCA Garage Sale!  So, we had a 
lot to sort out in the May meeting.  Bill Miller agreed to take 
over Leo Norred Park, Tricia Bryant-Flaherty agreed to take 
over the sign and Nance Wendel agreed to take over the PBCA 
Garage Sale.  After the meeting, I agreed to take over as Presi-
dent, but I needed a VP.  Gary didn’t have a VP!  Fortunately, 
Tricia Bryant-Flaherty stepped up to the plate!  In two years, we 
updated our PBCA By-Laws, got a lot of very talented individu-
als on our board plus filled all Street Director positions, dealt  
with COVID-19 with virtual & creative meetings, got our well 
& pump repaired at Leo Norred Park through a successful fund 
raiser, increased PBCA membership & contributions, increased 
PBCA-sponsored events and more importantly the upcoming 
improvements to Leo Norred and the Poquito Boat  Ramp 
Parks!  This was done by a great talented team of volunteers!   

(park improvements cont’d from front page) 
Poquito Bayou Boat Ramp Park.  Many of the improvement 
suggestions came from Keith Myers’ Boat Ramp Committee.  
Many signs will be replaced and/or repaired.  All signs are safety 
related (parking, sidewalk, etc.).  The "Restoration in Progress" 
signs out in the water will be removed.   We asked for the county 
to take care of some erosion from a concrete slab they removed 
months ago.  The handicap parking slot will be improved and pos-
sibly have two slots.  More gravel will be added along Bay Street 
going down to the park to take care of some erosion.  The parking 
lot will be repaved and restriped.  There is a proposal for a kayak 
launch area and jet ski slides.  Another retention pond will be built 
for low lying areas.  The county will be working with the Chocta-
whatchee Basin Alliance (CBA).  
 
Finally, in conjunction with the Corps of Engineers, they plan to 
add more "No Wake" area signs, like that in Hands Cove.. Keep in 
mind with the new dock extension that is currently being built, 
these improvements will make Poquito Bayou Boat Ramp Park a 
better county  
**************************************************** 

Hurricane Season is Just Around the Corner 
Alright everyone, ‘tis the season once again. Unfortunately, I am 
not referring to any upcoming holiday season with festivities, I am 
talking about hurricane season. It is almost time to start restocking 
and taking inventory of your supplies that may be needed during an 
emergency. Many of us used up some of our supplies during the 
pandemic, so make sure that anything you may have used is re-
plenished. I’ll once again repeat what I have said in the past inas-
much as many families in the neighborhood have been for quite 
some time, know what to plan for and know what to expect during 
hurricane season; however, no matter how experienced you are, it 
is always a good idea to review and look over supplies and your 
household emergency plan.   
 
I’ll rehash what I sent out last year as a reminder and lay out the 
basics. Whether or not an evacuation is required, basic supplies 
that can last at least 72 hours may help in the event of an emergen-
cy. I pulled some information off of https://www.ready.gov/build-a
-kit just to give a refresher of what an emergency kit can consist of; 
however, feel free to visit the site for more information. Basically, 
everyone’s needs are different, and your kit should be adjusted to 
meet your own requirements; moreover, I am sure that we have all 
discovered new items that we would rather not do without if we 
can help it.   

• Water - one gallon of water per person per day for at least 
three days, for drinking and sanitation 

• Food - at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food 
• Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA Weather 
Radio with tone alert 
• Flashlight 
• First aid kit 
• Extra batteries 
• Whistle to signal for help 
• Dust mask to help filter contaminated air and plastic sheeting 
and duct tape to shelter-in-place 
• Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for personal 
sanitation 
• Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities 
• Manual can opener for canned food 
• Local maps 
(Cont’d on following page) 
 

mailto:pbcapresident@gmail.com
https://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit
https://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit
https://www.ready.gov/water
https://www.ready.gov/food
https://www.ready.gov/shelter
https://www.ready.gov/safety-skills
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PBCA MEMBERSHIP FORM 
POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION YEAR 2021 

Please complete this form and submit along with your $10 dues to your Street Director or drop it off at the PBCA mailbox located at 17 Magnolia Ave (Pam 
Martin’s house).  Checks will be accepted, made payable to PBCA. You may also mail to P.O. Box 1124, Shalimar, FL  32579 

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 
 
Date Paid: ______________   Dues: _______________      Contribution (specify area):  ____________________     Check #:________ Cash $_________ 
 
Name:  ___________________________________, ____________________________________   Spouse’s Name:  ________________________________ 
              (Last)                                                               (First) 
          
Address:  __________________________________ Telephone No.: _______________________    E-Mail Address: _________________________________ 
          Please enter current E-Mail Address 
Minor Children:  Boys (   )   Ages:  ______________________   Girls (   ) Ages:  ______________________ (If it changes, notify pcmartin1@outlook.com} 
 
Concerns:  1. ______________________________ 2.  ____________________________ 3. _________________________ 
4.____________________________ 
 
Would you be willing to help with:  Events for Kids ____, Baking ____, Adult Social Events ____, Leo Norred Park & Clean-Up Days ____, Garage Sales 
Event____, 
Interest in Action Committees:  Street Maintenance & Traffic Safety____,  Environmental Matters ____,  Emergency Action & Neighborhood Watch ____    
Eglin Interface ____.   Are you interested in serving on PBCA Board of Directors?  ____ Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Training___.  
 
Other interests, ideas; things you'd like addressed?  What are they?  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
(USE BACK OF FORM IF NECESSARY)  
          mbrform Rev. 01-01-2021 

(hurricane protection cont’d from previous page) 

• Cell phone with chargers and a backup battery 
Consider adding the following items to your emergency supply kit based on your individual needs: 

• Of course, TOILET PAPER and hand sanitizer, which are apparently good for all types of emergencies to include pandemics. 

• Prescription medications 

• Non-prescription medications such as pain relievers, anti-diarrhea medication, antacids or laxatives 

• Glasses and contact lenses solution 

• Infant formula, bottles, diapers, wipes, diaper rash cream 

• Pet food and extra water for your pet 

• Cash or traveler's checks 

• Important family documents such as copies of insurance policies, identification and bank account records saved electronically or 
in a waterproof, portable container 

• Sleeping bag or warm blanket for each person 

• Complete change of clothing appropriate for your climate and sturdy shoes 

• Household chlorine bleach and medicine dropper to disinfect water 

• Fire extinguisher 

• Matches in a waterproof container 

• Feminine supplies and personal hygiene items 

• Mess kits, paper cups, plates, paper towels and plastic utensils 

• Paper and pencil 

• Books, games, puzzles or other activities for children 
By now, I am sure that you are all pretty familiar with what you need as a family to get by in isolation and these are just guidelines.  
Bottom line--don’t get caught at the last minute without something you need, as the stores may be empty by that time or you 
may be more concerned with packing up or hunkering down to go shopping!  

PBCA membership form is provided for your convenience. Please help us keep our association alive and well.  Takes just 
a few minutes to fill out the form and attach check.  Then drop in PBCA box at 17 Magnolia.  Or you can join electronically by 
going to the PBCA website https://www.poquitobayou.com/memberships and clicking on the membership link. Then just fol-
low the instructions. Your $10 membership dues is less important to us than your actual interest and support. 

https://www.ready.gov/individuals-access-functional-needs
https://www.poquitobayou.com/memberships
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POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Meeting Minutes 
 

May 3, 2021, 14 Birch 
 

CALL TO ORDER: DAVE HENSLEY, PRESIDENT 
IN ATTENDANCE:  DAVE HENSLEY,  BOB DAVIS, CHERYL ARCHER,MARY ANNE LEONE, JOHN FRANK 
PATRICIA BRYANT-FLAHERTY, JACKIE SCHMID, KEN ROSENQUIST, PAM MARTIN, JANE HENSLEY, DEB FRANK 
 
Minutes and financial statement accepted after revision of income from January-to date of an additional 270$. Income and expenses 
from garage sale are not included. See attached statement. 
 
Emergency Action and Neighborhood watch- position open NTR. 
  
Leo Norred Park-Bill Miller has resigned. Thank you, Bill for your hard work. 
 
Welcome-Three homes visited last month. Two on Birch and one of Hickory. Members discussed getting a “standardized 
“welcome  and neighborhood information package.  It should include special needs in case of emergency.  Cheryl Archer to gather 
information for review.  Dollar amount to be budgeted  for  welcome packages(copies and postage) for 2022. 
 
Membership-Pam Martin  107 paid members to date 
 
Children’s Party-Kiki Higginbothan , May 15th Poquito be Mayo taco bar Fiesta, Saturday May 15th.  Look for sign, email and on 
Website, Poquitobayou.com.  
  
CERT- Ken Rosenquest no longer able to head up committee due to inability to be reached on base in an emergency.  He will re-
main an active participant. 
 
Boat Ramp Park - Keith Myers -Construction of new dock started today. Boat launch is still open  at this time.  Drug traffic is 
being observed at park.  Law enforcement was called and pictures of vehicles were taken.  
  
Street safety- Bob Davis  Always complaints about speeding.   
 
Street directors- List of members/ neighbors on each street to be provided to directors. Membership day planned in fall.   
 
Old Business- Thanks to Nance Wendell for coordinating garage sale.  Permanent signs were made.  Next year garage sale will be 
two days.  
 
Leo Norred park updates/ requests/ suggestions (separate page was in last month’s Times). Dogs not allowed is a County ordinance 
and not this neighborhood.   Enforceable by county only. 
 
The question of validity of the Poquito Bayou covenants was brought up.  Covenants were included with closing papers in last 5-6 
years. Consultation with an attorney last year revealed they are void for lack of updating.  Public  Health Dept would be point of 
contact for public hazards. 
 
Roadside cleanup set  for June 5th at 8am. 
 
Articles are needed for Poquito Times Newsletter 
 

Seeking Poquito Bayou Stories. 
Dave Hensley 

 

This year we’ve published several articles about the origins of Leo Norred Park.  I wanted all Poquito Bayou resi-
dents to learn more about the history of Leo Norred Park.  Now I’d like to expand the history effort to include 
Poquito Bayou Subdivision.  For example, our house at 1 Bay Street was a Day Camp back in the 1950’s and 60’s.  
During a recent conversation with one of my neighbors, she mentioned that she lived in Poquito Bayou back in the 
60’s.  I asked her if she remembered the Day Camp here at 1 Bay Street.  She said that she did!  If you grew up in 
Poquito Bayou back in the 60’s what unique things or places do you remember about the neighborhood?  Please 
send me your memories to my email address, pbcapresident@gmail.com.  Thanks.  Dave  

mailto:pbcapresident@gmail.com
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Emmi Does the Garage Sale 
 
As most of the neighborhood knows, the yearly garage sale is a big deal at 1 Bay St. We pride ourselves at being well stocked, orga-
nized with something special (a refreshment stand).  
This started with an outgoing 3yr. old who needed a new swing set.  Her name is Emmi. She is an only child. She has a mom & dad 
who work full time.  Six years ago, we asked her parents if Emmi would like to sell refreshments to our customers.  They thought it 
would be a good experience for their little girl.  Establishing a work ethic, plus introducing her to the general public. Days before, 
she and mom had to make a list of what they were going to serve, shop for groceries then make the cookies and brownies.  What a 
great learning tool!  Organization, math, presentation.  Being a retired Early Childhood educator, I guided them through the process.  
Her outgoing personality and willingness to get out there and work the crowd, paid off.  The first year she made $75. She had a do-
nation jar with a sign, “Working for a new swing set”.   She returned for the next few years to make a little bit more each time. An 
entrepreneur had been made. 
 
Emmi missed last year, but wanted to come rain or shine this year.  She sold cookies, brownies, lemonade and water.  In four hours 
she made $110.00.  Her donation jar said, COLLEGE FUND.  I told her how proud of her I was and that I looked forward to seeing 
her on SHARK TANK in the future  
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Phone: 850 585-1513 (cell) 

Do you need your home 
sold? 

18+ years of experience 

16+ year Poquito Bayou Resident 

 

Marion Russell 
Realtor® 

850-582-5813   MarionRussell@cox.net 

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 

 PenFed Realty 
1073 E. John Sims Parkway, Niceville, FL 32578 

 


