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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
Greetings everyone.  Fall is here!  Tempera-
tures are getting cooler now.   
The General Election is behind us!!!  I’m a 
Bailiff at Precinct 29 (Trinity United Method-
ist Church) and it was a very long day for me.  
We had over 20 first time voters!  It was re-
freshing to see how happy some of these 

young people were as they were walking out of the polling station!   
It was great to see so many citizens exercising their right to vote.  

Many thanks to everyone who voted (Cont’d on page 2)  

LONGWOOD ELEMENTARY NEWS

We have completed the first quarter of school, and the 
second quarter started on November 3rd.  We were excited to wel-
come back 45 students from MySchool online as they returned to 
brick and mortar for the second quarter.  We are out of school on 
November 11th as we celebrate Veteran’s Day.  We want to thank all 
of our Veterans for their service.  We appreciate you!  Thanksgiving 
Holidays are scheduled for November 25-27. We look forward to 
spending time with our family and friends.   
 
 Congratulations to Rosebella Quintana for receiving an 
Award of Distinction from the Okaloosa County Tax Collector’s 
office for creating a specialty license plate for the Kids Tag Art Pro-
gram.  Through donations this program donated $675 to each partic-
ipating school.  Way to go Rosebella.  Join us for our School Advi-
sory Council meeting scheduled for November 16th.   
  
As always, Longwood Leopards:  Never Give In. Never Give Up. 
 

You can follow us on Facebook at:  https://www.facebook.com/
Longwood-Elementary-School-1261954677180100/ 

 

REASONS FOR JOINING POQUITO BAYOU COMMU-
NITY ASSOCIATION (PBCA) 

 
Back in October 2019, I asked our PBCA board members to list ten 
reasons why one should join PBCA.  I got a lot of responses. This 
month I will discuss, reason number Ten:  Poquito Bayou is a great, 
safe place to live!  It has its own unique personality.  PBCA is an 
integral part of that and needs your support.  Without your sup-
port this wonderful organization may fade away.   
 
Poquito Bayou is a great, safe place to live!  Back in July 2001, I was 

single and hadn’t met my wife Jane yet.  However, my neighbor 
was trying to get us to meet.  I was in a single’s group and attended 
a function over at Paradise Point.  I was in the back yard looking 
towards the Poquito Bayou Boat Ramp Park and commented: 
“Boy, this would be a great place to live”.  Not did I realize that in 
a matter of mere months I would meet Jane and by October 2002 I 
was a resident at 1 Bay Street!  Many of our residents have lived 
here for decades.  My wife Jane has lived here since 1976!   

 
Poquito Bayou has its own unique personality.  We have our own 

elementary school.  We have our boat ramp park.  The sunsets are 
awesome there!!  We have Leo Norred park with a children’s play-
ground!  On top of that we have our very own Veteran’s Memori-
al.  Not too many subdivisions in Okaloosa County has their own 
Veteran’s Memorial.  The Poquito Bayou subdivision and the 
Longwood area are very desirable places to live.  Our neighbor-
hood is highly sought after especially by new families.  For the 
military, it is close to Eglin AFB and only 20 minutes to Hurlburt 
Field.   
 

PBCA is an integral part of our neighborhood and needs your sup-
port.  The late Mary Rush had the foresight of establishing PBCA 
in April 1996.  She had lived in Hawaii prior to coming here.  
They had a community association.  She started PBCA based on 
her experience in Hawaii. This community association in Hawaii 
has now been in existence for over 50 years!!!  We are incredibly 
grateful to Mary in getting this wonderful organization off the 
ground.  To make PBCA more successful, we need not only your 
monetary support, but more importantly we need your personal 
involvement. 
 

Without your support this wonderful organization (PBCA) could 
fade away.  This is the biggest fear I have.  As time goes on, some 
people lose interest and don’t want to get involved.  We can’t let 
that happen.  You don’t have to dedicate countless hours, just find 
something that interests you within PBCA and volunteer your 
time.  When our past PBCA President, Gary Colsch died in May 
2019, there was no one on the board that was eager to step up and 
accept the mantle of president.  I decided to serve as president for 
the greater good because I feared that the association might fold if  
(cont’d on following page) 
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 President’s Corner cont’d: 
 
We held our annual PBCA General Membership meeting at Leo 
Norred Park on Saturday October 17th.  We had approximately 
60 individuals attend!!!  Last year maybe 25!  Many thanks to 
all who helped make this a successful event!!!  We worked as a 
team to ensure that we had a great meeting. I have a feeling fu-
ture PBCA General Membership meetings will be held at Leo 
Norred Park with either food trucks selling food or having some 
selected meals catered and folks bring a covered dish.   During 
the meeting I recapped what we had accomplished this past year.  
Unfortunately, COVID-19 either delayed or cancelled planned 
events.  My goal for 2021: “Get Back to Normal!”  When we get 
back to normal, we can have our annual Easter Egg hunt, more 
planned events at Leo Norred Park and have our annual garage 
sale on its original date!!   
In September, we kicked off our Leo Norred Park Well 
Pump fundraiser.  As of October 30th, we have raised $1846!!!  
We achieved our goal with some extra $$.  Thanks everyone for 
your generous support.   
 
We held Trunk or Treat on Saturday October 31st.  I want to 
Thank Tricia Bryant-Flaherty for getting this off the ground!  I 
also want to thank Savanah Stephens who painstakingly pre-
pared a detailed map and listing of all families who were partici-
pating in Trick or Treating in our local neighborhoods!  That 
was awesome!  I want to thank those who drove up and brought 
candy for the event!  We had a great turnout for Trunk N Treat!  
We had quite a few vehicles passing out candy.  There was a 
steady stream of families with their kids.  This was a good ex-
ample of us getting back to normal.  I had a PBCA Membership 
booth by the pavilion.  In addition to passing out candy, I was 
handing out PBCA membership forms.  For those who got a 
form, please fill it out and drop it off along with your check to 
17 Magnolia Ave.  Thanks.  I was able to get one membership 
renewal for 2020/2021 along with a $40 donation and a separate 
$1 donation.  As I was slowly driving home that night, it looked 
like a lot of wonderful activities taking place such as families 
passing out candy from their driveways.  I also passed what 
looked like a golf cart or lawn tractor pulling a small trailer with 
kids on it! 
     
On Monday, November 2nd, we had our PBCA Monthly Board 
meeting at Nance Wendel’s house.  We had two PBCA mem-
bers who attended who I feel are going to have an impact on 
PBCA.  First is Kristian Leigh.  She goes by Kiki.  She is help-
ing us out with our upcoming Christmas festivities and decorat-
ing Leo Norred Park for Christmas.  If you want to help out with 
the Christmas program and/or park decorating, please contact 
Kristian at khiggg11@gmail.com.   
 

Keith Myers is now the Poquito Boat Ramp Park Activity Chair-
person.  Keith loves being on the water and I feel he is well suit-
ed for this position.  He is passionate about the shoreline at the 
park.  We welcome Kristian and Ken to the PBCA Board!!   
  
On Saturday November 7th we had a Poquito Bayou Community 
garage sale.  We had 16 homes in our neighborhood participate.  
Many thanks to Tricia Bryant-Flaherty for organizing this suc-
cessful event.  Tricia was able to get a couple of more PBCA 
memberships and some participants donated their proceeds to-
wards Leo Norred Park!  Many thanks.   
 

 

(10 Reasons cont’d) 
 
If I didn’t.  I sincerely hope that someone will be there when 

I decide in a few years to step down.   
 

Note:  This wraps up my last installment of the ten rea-
sons of joining PBCA.  It has been a pleasure in re-
searching and writing these ten articles.  Now we 
can reprint them in the future for others to read, 
ponder and sign up.  

 

We held our Veterans Day Ceremony on Wednesday November 
11th, 2020 at 4 PM, Leo Norred Park.  Retired Air Force Lt Col 
Jesse Flores spoke about the importance of Veteran’s Day.  
Jesse’s a gifted artist and he led us in the national anthem. Dur-
ing his talk, he read some lyrics he had written, but had not 
composed music to yet, and those lyrics were very special!   We 
had Retired Air Force Lt Col Bob Davis, Retired Air Force 
CMSgt Don Kreis, Nance Wendel and Tricia Bryant-Flaherty 
read aloud the names of those veterans with plaques in our me-
morial.  We dedicated a plaque to Jerry Rush for his 20 plus 
years of dedicated service to PBCA.  The next time you stop by 
the Leo Norred Park pavilion, you will see Jerry’s plaque in 
front of Mary Rush’s plaque.  I want to thank Sue & Keith My-
ers for decorating the Veteran’s memorial and Mary Rush’s 
memorial with some beautiful potted plants.   Many thanks to 
Jeff Marsh and Sophie Huyen Bi BM for providing the PA sys-
tem and safety cones.  
   
We have a new Street Director for Japonica.  He is Dan Findley.  
We welcome Dan to the board!! I have written an article ad-
dressing the vacancies that we currently have on the PBCA 
Board.  Please check it out and please help our community asso-
ciation board by volunteering.  
  
One of our neighbors expressed an interest in cleaning up the 
four-way stop at Sunset and Poquito Road with some mainte-
nance-free landscaping 15 to 20 feet away from the road.  If you 
are interested in this endeavor, please contact me.  
*************************************************** 

************************************************** 
COVID-19 update.  Okaloosa County has a website on 
COVID-19 updates:  http://www.myokaloosa.com/bcc/covid-
19.  From here you can access Florida’s COVID-19 Data and 
Surveillance Dashboard:  https://experience.arcgis.com/
experience/96dd742462124fa0b38ddedb9b25e429 and then 
click on Cases by County tab at the bottom and then in the 
upper right hand corner select Okaloosa County.  When you 
look at the Age Distribution of Cases, the 25 to 34 age group 
is the highest number of cases.  The average age is still at 40.  
Recently we’ve experienced a spike in cases.  In a recent 
newspaper article, it stated: “In the two-week period beginning 
Oct. 27, Okaloosa has averaged a 14.5 percent positivity rate.  
For the past week, the county is averaging 77 new COVID-19 
cases per day.  "Okaloosa continues to have a high burden of 
COVID-19 disease transmission in the community," Okaloosa 
County Health Department Director Dr. Karen Chapman said 
in a report issued Tuesday afternoon. "And that burden is in-
creasing." Much of the COVID-19 spread is being seen in the 
county's public schools and long-term care facilities.”  Please 
continue to wear a mask and maintain a safe distance when out 
in public 

mailto:khiggg11@gmail.com
http://www.myokaloosa.com/bcc/covid-19
http://www.myokaloosa.com/bcc/covid-19
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/96dd742462124fa0b38ddedb9b25e429
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/96dd742462124fa0b38ddedb9b25e429
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VETERAN’S DAY CEREMONY 
 
We held our Veterans Day Ceremony on Wednesday No-
vember 11th, 2020 at 4 PM, Leo Norred Park.  Retired Air 
Force Lt Col Jesse Flores spoke about the importance of 
Veteran’s Day.  Jesse’s a gifted artist and he led us in the 
national anthem. During his talk, he read some lyrics he 
had written, but had not composed music to yet, and those 
lyrics were very special!   We had Retired Air Force Lt Col 
Bob Davis, Retired Air Force CMSgt Don Kreis, Nance 
Wendel and Tricia Bryant-Flaherty read aloud the names 
of those veterans with plaques in our memorial.  We dedi-
cated a plaque to Jerry Rush for his 20 plus years of dedi-
cated service to PBCA.  The next time you stop by the Leo 
Norred Park pavilion, you will see Jerry’s plaque in front 
of Mary Rush’s plaque.  I want to thank Sue & Keith My-
ers for decorating the Veteran’s memorial and Mary 
Rush’s memorial with some beautiful potted plants.   Many 
thanks to Jeff Marsh and Sophie Huyen Bi BM for provid-
ing the PA system and safety cones.  

 

PBCA Board Position Openings by Dave Hensley 
Everyone possesses unique skill sets.  We have several openings 
that your unique skill set may benefit not only the PBCA Board, 
but more importantly our wonderful neighborhood.  For those who 
are in the military that could use some community involvement for 
your annual performance reports, what better way to accomplish 
that by serving on our PBCA board.   
 
We are still looking for Street Directors for Hickory and Pop-
lar.  Street Directors represent the residents on their respective 
streets.  They are the focal point for any issues that might occur on 
their street.  They attend PBCA monthly board meetings and assist 
with annual membership drives. They coordinate with the PBCA 
Welcome Committee Chairperson on following up with new 
Poquito Bayou residents.  
  
We are also looking for an Emergency Action Chairperson.  The 
Emergency Action Chairperson position’s primary focus is to keep 
the community informed of any issues arising in the neighborhood 
from a safety and well-being perspective.  He/she coordinates with 

local public safety organizations with issues affecting 
Poquito Bayou and provides articles for the Poquito Times 
that are relevant to safety-related issues affecting the neigh-
borhood. 
   
Events Planner.  The Events Planner provides the leader-
ship for our PBCA-sponsored events.   
 
Finally, we are looking for a Children Events Coordinator 
or maybe even better a team working together to organize 
our PBCA-sponsored children’s events such as Easter Egg 
Hunt, Movie Night, Trunk or Treat and Children’s Christ-
mas Party.  The person (s) will attend monthly PBCA Board 
Meetings to coordinate for upcoming events and solicit sup-
port as needed 
 
If you are interested in any one of these positions, please 
call me at 850 582-3780.  We love to have all these posi-
tions filled.     

OUR FIRST CONCERT IN THE PARK 
Thanks to the Visionaries for their free concert. Every-
one seemed to really enjoy the music and social event. 
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PBCA CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES 
For want of a volunteer to head up children’s events, your 
PBCA board established a Children’s Coordination Com-
mittee. 
Kristian (Kiki) Leigh (relative newcomer to the neighbor-
hood) volunteered to head up the committee. I believe the 
committee today consists of just Kiki. But I know she has 
been offered help from several others from the community 
to help with our upcoming Christmas activities for the 
kids. 
The committee and helpers are as busy as Santa’s Elves 
with planning for Christmas fun for the children 
 
The CCC is accepting any spare Christmas decorations (or 
money to purchase some) to decorate the park. We would 
like this year to be particularly special since 2020 has 
been so difficult to this point on all of us. We would ap-
preciate a lead on an old mailbox to place at the park for 
“Letters to Santa”. 
 
If you would like to help decorate, please contact Kiki at 
khiggg11@gmail.com.  Decorating will begin on Monday 
Nov 30th. (1000 hours or 10 AM if you prefer ) 
 
 
On December 19th PBCA will host a Christmas Caravan 
around the neighborhood. Starting at 2 PM. Kids on their 

bikes, golf carts, and trailer rides are all welcome to fol-
low Santa in his fire truck around the neighborhood. 

Come outside and wave to Santa and the kids as we go by! 
Santa will be available for pictures at the park after the 

caravan. There will be cookies to decorate, hot cocoa, and 
apple cider. Brats and Glühwein (for the adults) will be 

available as well! (Info on Caravan starting point TBD) 

 
Proposed Leo Norred Park Playground Area Fence – 
Dave Hensley 
 
At our November PBCA Board meeting, it was noted that some 
neighborhood moms would like to see a fence around the play-
ground area to help keep the kids in the immediate area.  Some-
one suggested that we use discarded wooden pallets since they 
are easy to obtain.  I emailed Amy Allen, Okaloosa County Parks 
Coordinator FM/Parks Complex regarding this subject.  She re-
plied: “This sounds like a great idea.  I look forward to seeing 
your design of a proposed fence around the playground equip-
ment.”   

Here is our initial game plan: 
Design:  Lay out specifically where the fence will be.   Sub-

mit plan for approval.  Once it gets approved:   
Requirements.  Determine how many pallets we'll 

need. 
Acquisition.  Acquire the pallets as they're being put 

out by residents.  
Construction.  Establish a Saturday workday (s) to 

put the fence up.   
 

 

 
So now, we must come up with a design.  This is above my pay 
grade.  Do we have anyone out there who can help us with this 
effort? Please contact me at pbcapresident@gmail.com.   Thanks.   

mailto:pbcapresident@gmail.com
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Old Business: 
 Mike Kaiser, 11 Holly, is continuing to work on the up-

dating and formalizing/recording Poquito  
 Bayou covenants. 
 Everyone agreed the general meeting held at Leo Norred 

Park on October 17 was a certain success, largest 
number in attendance ever, and this will be the future 
location. 

 
New Business: 

Veterans Day memorial ceremony will be at 4 pm on 
Wednesday, November 11; Dave now has enough 
readers of veterans’ names, and he is looking for a 
possible resident to be the speaker. 

There has been a suggestion for proposed beautification of 
the Sunset-Poquito intersection, which includes a 
great deal of investigation before becoming a possi-
bility. 

 
Announcements: 

Reminder--newsletter articles are due November 12 to 
Bob Davis, publication is November 15. 

Potluck Christmas party tentatively December 6, 6 pm, 
Hensley’s at 1 Bay Street. 

Concert in the Park (Leo Norred) by Visionaries on Satur-
day, November 15, 2-3:30 pm.  Bring your own 
chairs. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm  
*********************************************** 

VETERANS DAY  

 

 POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY ASSOCIA-
TION MINUTES 

November 2, 2020 16 Walnut Ave.    7 pm 
 

Attendance: 
Dave Hensley    Bob Davis 
Deb Frank    Sally Davis 
Tricia Bryant    Nance Wendel 
Pat Hollarn    Bill Miller 
 
Meeting (outdoors) was called to order by President Dave at 7:04 
pm.  PBCA members attending as visitor-volunteers were Kristi 
(Kiki )Higgenbotham and Keith Meyers.  Dave explained PBCA 
briefly and everyone introduced themselves welcoming the new-
comers.  Minutes of the October 5 meeting which had been dis-
tributed by email were approved.   Tricia presented the treasur-
er’s report indicating a good month, with donations for the pump 
and well repair at $1846.  Limited expenses of $406.71 and in-
come of $2106 leaves a healthy balance of $5193.25 at end of 
October. 
 
Committee Reports: 

Emergency Action:  no report, position vacant 
Leo Norred Park:   Unanimous compliments to Bill for park 

looking so good.  Fence repair discussed; suggestion 
about fencing around playground for children’s safety; 
Pat to contact county re any OSHA restriction or re-
quirement. 

Welcome:  no report 
Membership:  no report 
Children’s Party coordinator: position vacant, however Kiki 

has volunteered to handle the Christmas event for chil-
dren.  Keith had suggestions and also volunteered to 
help.  A committee will develop more details.  Dave 
suggested a group of interested mothers might get to-
gether to lessen the burden on one person. 

CERT:  no report 
Poquito Boat Ramp Park:  no report 
Street & Traffic Safety:  no report 
Street Directors:  no report 
(cont’d on next page) 
************************************************* 
 

TRUNK OR TREAT AT THE 

  PARK 
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Balance Forward from September 30, 2020  $3,493.96  

       

       

   October  Year to Date  

   2020  2020  

         

Income       

       

Membership Dues  $180.00   $1,420.00   

Contributions  $10.00   $1,455.00   

Donations for Park Well/Pump $1,846.00   $2,261.00   

Veteran's Memorial  $70.00   $70.00   

Garage Sale  $0.00   $210.00   

         
Total Income  $2,106.00   $5,416.00   

       

Expenses       

       

Gulf Power  $84.01   $804.46   

Postage/P.O. Box  $0.00   $59.00   

Garage Sale  $0.00   $41.00   

Candidates Night  $24.80   $24.80   

Supplies   $0.00   $13.00   

Project/Repairs  $37.90   $1,855.20   

Leo Norred Mowing  $260.00   $920.00   

         
Total Expenses  $406.71   $3,717.46   

       

       

Reconciled Balance October 31, 2020   $5,193.25  

  POQUITO BAYOU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
   

   FINANCIAL REPORT  
        October 2020   
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Knifes Edge Offers Meals to Go 
 

Carrie, Knife’s Edge owner and operator, wants to remind 
everyone that while you can’t currently dine in because of 
COVID restrictions at Bob Hope Village, she would be 
glad to deliver your food to the Gates Center for pickup. 
Just give  her a call at (850) 376-1916, place your order 
and then drop by the Gates Center parking area to pick it 
up.  You might want to consider the Knife’s Edge to do 
your holiday party food. Did so for us last year and it was 
fantastic! If you read this item, email me at bob-
byz55X@gmail.com and I’ll enter you in a contest for 
lunch for two from Carrie. The Lowery’s won in October. 

 

Hello Fall, where have 
you been hiding? 
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Phone: 850 585-1513 (cell) 

Poquito Bayou Association Logo 
The little committee that was formed to establish a website 
to better serve the community with the latest information in 
a more accessible format, also came up with the thought 
that we should update our Poquito Bayou Community logo.  
The current logo is shown above: 
 
We’d like to solicit ideas for a new logo from our reader-
ship. If you only have an idea and not the graphics skill to 
design it, tell us about your idea and maybe it can be made 
into a logo. If you can submit an actual logo, all the better. 
Hit us with your best shot!  bobbyz55x@gmail.com. 


